
Mr. Richard J. Seikaly  

Richard was born in Syracuse, New York, in 1930. At the age of ten, he moved with his family to 

Beirut, Lebanon, where he was schooled in French and Arabic at the American University of Beirut 

Prep School. He then returned to his native Syracuse where he attended Syracuse University and 

graduated in 1955 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering.   

During his junior year at Syracuse, he won the first prize in a design contest sponsored by the 

Lincoln Foundation for mechanical engineering students throughout the United States and Canada. 

On top of his own $1,250.00 award, his university was awarded $1,250.00 to be used for 

scholarships to engineer students in Richard Seikaly’s name.  

At Syracuse university, Richard was outstanding in advanced mathematics and was awarded 

membership in Pi Mu Epsilon, a national Mathematics Honorary Fraternity. He was also a member 

of Psi Upsilon, one of the finest social fraternities at Syracuse University and President of the 

Christian Orthodox Faith Group.   

Concurrent with his engineering studies, Richard completed a strenuous 4-year U.S Air Force 

Reserve Officers Training Program. Upon graduation, he was commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant.   

Early in 1956, due to his fluency in Arabic and French, Richard was pulled out of pilot training 

for an assignment at Wheelus Air Base in Tripoli, Libya - that was then one of the largest U.S. Air 

Force bases outside the United States - as Liaison Officer on the base commander’s staff - in charge 

of communications and public relations at all levels of the Libyan Government. Following 

conclusion of his active service, he honorably retired with the rank of Captain.   

Richard then, had a 30-year career at Carrier Corporation, a World leader in Air conditioning, 

initially working in research and product development. Upon learning of his fluency in French and 

Arabic, he was transferred to Carrier’s International Division and held various overseas positions 

in developing distribution in Africa and the Middle East. During years, Richard resided in Dakar, 

Cairo, Athens and Beirut.   

In 1972, Richard was elected Vice President with headquarters in Syracuse, New York, responsible 

for Carrier’s marketing and distribution business outside the United States.   

The same year, he was also elected as President of the Arab American Association for Central 

New York.   

He resigned from Carrier in 1975 to join the Express Group, a business that he had created in 1965 

with his brothers in Lebanon to deal in transportation and exports of construction materials to 

Saudi Arabia and other Middle East Countries that expanded into  

General Contracting, Real Estate development and printing where he became and remains its 

Chairman and CEO.   

In 1984, Richard and his family relocated to Washington D.C. to develop the Group’s business in 

the United States. He founded Express Development Corporation that developed several housing 

and commercial properties in the North-East.   



Richard was married to Claudine Saunal who passed away in Potomac, Maryland in 2007. They 

have four children and five grandchildren.   

 


